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Inside 
the 

Forsyth County Schools’ Central Office 

The Superintendent’s Cabinet is responsible for assisting the 
superintendent in addressing the school board’s major system priorities. 
The cabinet provides input to the superintendent on major operational, 

programmatic and fiscal issues that affect the school system. 

To contact a Cabinet member, call 770.887.2461 or email as listed below:

The Forsyth County News is honored to 
once again partner with Forsyth County 
Schools to produce the system’s annual 
State of Schools magazine.

As always, we appreciate the system 
putting its trust in us to deliver content 
to the most valuable resource we have 
in our community — our youth.

Inside these pages you will find 
everything you need to know to start 
the school year with our top-notch 
school system.

From programs offered, to leaders and 
administration, to school district lines 
and bus routes, this magazine has the 
information that you need.

As residents of Forsyth County, it is evident on a daily basis the 
impact teachers and school leaders have in our community.

Our local system is at the forefront of leading our county forward 
and preparing our workforce for the future.

Without the level of educational services that our community is 

accustomed to, Forsyth County wouldn’t have the quality of life that 
our count is known for. 

Please take a look inside the 2021-22 State of Schools magazine and 
see for yourself all that our system has to offer.

Our hope is that the entire system, bus drivers, support staff, 
teachers, administrators and students have a wonderful school year.

As always, we look forward to sharing the great things that are sure 
to happen this school year and we thank you all for allowing us to 
take part in the adventure.
 

Sincerely,
Stephanie Woody

Publisher

Welcome to the 2021-22 State of  Schools magazine

Stephanie Woody, Publisher
Forsyth County News
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About Forsyth County Schools
The 2021-22 State of the Schools is produced by the Forsyth County Schools’ 
Communications and Community Engagement Department. For information, 
contact jcaracciolo@forsyth.k12.ga.us

Copyright 2021, Forsyth County Schools

Connect with us!
Mail: 1120 Dahlonega Highway, Cumming, Georgia 30040. 
Telephone: 770-887-2461 

Website: www.forsyth.k12.ga.us

Sign up to receive newsletters from FCS via email!  Join at 
www.forsyth.k12.ga.us/enewsletters

App: Forsyth County Schools GA

For a list of school Facebook, Twitter and Instagram pages, visit 
www.forsyth.k12.ga.us/socialmedia

FCS does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, religion, national origin, age, disability or gender 
in employment decisions or educational programs and activities, including athletic programs. The 
accuracy of the content within this publication is subject to change prior to dissemination.

At Pinecrest Academy,
we recognize the dignity of each child, 
as we embrace their unique gifts and 
talents. Our core values of charity, 
humility, excellence, and mission guide 
all that we do.
Come tour our 68-acre campus and learn more.

Book a tour online: pinecrestacademy.org
Questions: admissions@pinecrestacademy.org

955 Peachtree Parkway  |  Cumming, GA  |  770-888-4477  |  pinecrestacademy.org

Teaching Beauty, Goodness, and Truth since 1993.

Table of Contents:
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Welcome from Forsyth County Schools

Welcome to the 2021-22 school 
year! Thank you to our teachers 
and staff, parents/guardians, and 
c o m m u n i t y  m e m b e r s  f o r 
supporting our students and 
schools last year. We successfully 
were able to complete a full year 
b y  p r o v i d i n g  b o t h  o n l i n e 
l e a r n i n g  a n d  f a c e - t o - f a c e 
learning K-12.

This year we are excited to open 
and welcome Hendricks Middle, our 
11th middle school, and East 
Forsyth High, our 8th high school, 
to the FCS family. We are now 41 
schools strong, as the 6th largest 
school district out of 180 in Georgia. 
This fall we are also opening a new 
Academies for Creative Education 

building, housing our growing non-
traditional programs: Gateway 
Academy, Forsyth Academy and 
Forsyth Virtual Academy, and the 
Forsyth County Arts and Learning 
(FoCAL) Center to serve the fine arts 
needs of our schools. In August 
2022, we will open our last new 
school from the 2018 bond, New 
Hope Elementary. Thank you to our 
voters for supporting the capital 
needs of FCS.
 
Over the past decade, our student 
enrollment has grown 43%. One of 
the many things that make FCS 
special is that even with our 
growth, we still maintain a small-
town feel and form connections 
that go beyond the walls of our 

schools. Our growth and increasing 
diversity have had a positive impact 
on our schools. Highly motivated 
students come to our classrooms 
locally and from all over the world, 
representing 124 countries and 52 
languages.
 
I thank you for this opportunity to 
share with you just a glimpse into 
the upcoming school year. If you 
are a new or returning student, 
parent/guardian or employee, we 
are glad to have you be a part of the 
FCS family. We appreciate your 
support as we strive to achieve 
quality learning and superior 
performance for ALL. 

Jeff Bearden, Superintendent

Dr. Joseph Merritt  -  Dr. Brian Carpenter  -  Dr. Ryan Driesse

PONCE DE LEON MUSIC CENTER
770-889-7616
1060 Dahlonega Hwy. Cumming, GA 30040
www.PonceLeonmusic.com

MONDAY - THURSDAY 10AM - 8PM
FRIDAY - 10AM-6PM

SATURDAY 10-5
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©2016, FCS Department of Public Information and Communications www.cummingpediatricgroup.com

770-888-8888
Monday - Friday | 8am - 5pm  

1800 Northside Forsyth Drive | Suite 460 
Cumming, GA 30041

Thank you for voting  
    us  BEST  

PEDIATRICS  
                       in Forsyth
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The Forsyth County Schools 
Human Resources Department has 
been extremely busy recruiting and 
onboarding high quality teachers 
and support staff for the new school 
year. With over 6,000 full-time 
employees, FCS hires throughout 
the school year to fill positions open 
due to retirements and resignations. 
Openings are posted at www.for-
syth.k12.ga.us/careercenter . 
Annually, we hire close to 400 new 
teachers and other positions to 
accommodate student growth. 

Compensation and benefits are 
competitive, with offerings from the 

State Health Benefit Plan, dental, 
vision, life, disability, long-term care, 
voluntary benefits, universal life, 
Flexible Spending Accounts (FSA), 
retirement plans, and employee 
assistance plans. We also offer 
opportunities for growth and devel-
opment for employees to reach their 
professional goals. For teachers, we 
locally offer endorsements in online 
teaching, English to Speakers of 
Other Languages (ESOL), teacher 
support and coaching, and K-5 
mathematics, and provide leader-
ship development for aspiring 
administrators and classified staff. 
Additionally, as a growing district, 

there are many opportunities for 
career advancement. 

 We have a need for bus drivers 
throughout the school year. This is a 
great opportunity to work part-time 
and receive excellent wages and 
full-time benefits. We provide train-
ing classes for successful applicants.

 
Substitute positions are also avail-

able in FCS for teachers, paraprofes-
sionals, food service and transporta-
tion and nurses. If you are an RN or 
LPN and would like to work a few 
days a week as a sub, please contact 
Heidi Avila at havila@forsyth.k12.
ga.us. For other positions, please 
visit www.forsyth.k12.ga.us/subs

Last spring we hosted our first vir-
tual job fair, which attracted over 
1,200 registrations. This year we plan 
to host the virtual fair and return 
with our face-to-face job fair for 
educators in early 2022.

Don’t have a teaching degree but 
are interested in becoming a teach-
er? FCS offers the Forsyth Teacher 
Academy, a Georgia Professional 
Standards  Commiss ion (PSC ) 
approved Teacher Academy for 
Preparation and Pedagogy (TAPP) to 
connect your dreams to success. To 
find out more about this alternate 
route to certification, which includes 
hands-on induction and mentoring, 
visit https://tinyurl.com/2ybuzzjj

 Join the FCS Family! ANDEAN CHEVROLET
L
I
F
E
T
I
M

ARRANTY

ELATIONSHIP

EDICATION

IL CHANGE

W
O
R
D

Where A Dealers WORD
still MEANS something for a

LIFETIME

EE
EDICATIOND

5527 Atlanta Road
CCumming GA 30040
((678) 456-5116

www.AndeanChevy.com

A Family Tradition
for over 70 Years!

Monday - Friday 9am-8pm • Saturday 9am-7pm
Closed Sunday - Open 24/7 Online
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Opening in November 2021, the 
FoCAL (Forsyth County Arts and 
Learning) Center will be a versatile 
venue for music, theatre, entertain-
ment; for students and adults; for 
showcasing local talent; for schools and 
community groups to host events; and 
for enriching the lives for students and 
adults in the Forsyth community. The 
FoCAL Center will be a two-story build-
ing featuring a main performance hall 
that will seat 1,813 guests (1,188 main 
with 625 in the balcony) as well as a 
black box theatre with seating for 200 
guests.  Additionally, the facility will 
have rehearsal and banquet space, 
meeting/event space, dressing rooms, 
a catering kitchen, and a lobby for gal-
lery space. 

Dawn Phipps, FoCAL Center Director, 

in conjunction with the Forsyth County 
Schools and FoCAL Advisory Council 
have spent much of 2021 in designing 
FoCAL’s mission, vision, and program-
ming goals for the future. It is the 
FoCAL’s mission to support Forsyth 
County Schools curriculum as well as 
providing a much needed performance 
space for students. “We want FoCAL to 
be a tool that is used for things that we 
already have established in the area of 
fine arts, but we also have a unique 
opportunity to explore how the facility 
can partner with other types of educa-
tion and curriculum outside of fine 
arts,” Phipps said. The FoCAL Center 
plans to partner with Career and 
Technical programs at the high schools 
to give students an opportunity to gain 
experience in marketing, hospitality, 

and management through event plan-
ning at the venue. FoCAL will offer pro-
grams for students and adults alike 
outside of school hours with a guest 
speaker series, summer musical pro-
grams, and fine arts classes.

Phipps and her team are planning a 
grand opening ticketed event with 
food, entertainment, and tours of facili-
ty on Friday, December 3, 2021 and a 
free open house event on Saturday, 
December 4, 2021 featuring tours of 
the facility along with performances 
throughout the day from many of the 
Forsyth County Schools’ fine arts stu-
dents. To learn more about FoCAL visit 
www.forsyth.k12.ga.us/focal or like/
follow @FoCALCenter.

Focus on FoCAL
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Food & Nutrition Services

The USDA is continuing to provide FREE meals, both for 
breakfast and lunch, for all students in Forsyth County Schools 
this school year. Meals for virtual students will be available for 
pick-up at Forsyth Central High. We will share more details about 
this service at www.forsyth.k12.ga.us under district news.

Forsyth County’s Food and Nutrition Services offers kid tested, 
great tasting, nutritional meals for breakfast and lunch.   

  

Our meals offer students a variety 
of  five different meal components which 
include: 
•	 Protein-rich entrees  
•	 100% whole grain-rich foods  
•	 Fruit or juice, often Georgia Grown   
•	 A wide variety of vegetables   
•	 1% and skim or fat-free flavored milk  
  

A full lunch consists of:  
•	 1 Entrée with a grain component   
•	 Up to 3 fruit or vegetable servings in elementary and middle 

schools, and 4 in high school  
•	 Milk  

  
Students may choose a lighter meal consisting of any three components 

as long as one component is a fruit or a vegetable side. Students who do 
not want milk do not have to take it as part of their meal.  We often offer 
100% juice and cups are always available for water. Bottled water and other 
juice options are also available for purchase.  

  
Because your child’s health is important to us, we also work with 

students and their families who have food allergies or other medical 
concerns to provide them a safe and nutritious meal. Contact your school’s 
cafeteria manager about any food related medical concerns your child may 
have. The manager, school nurse and our on-staff registered dietitian will 
work as a team to be sure your child’s nutritional needs are addressed.   

  
As a reminder, menus are available on school websites and also https://

www.forsyth.k12.ga.us/page/400. FCS also uses www.mealviewer.
com and the MealViewer mobile app, which allows parents/guardians to 
view menus, set allergen alerts and view nutrition calculators. 

From annual Well Child checkups to 
minor cuts and sprains,

we are here for your child and you!

H E A LT H C A R E  W I T H  A  H E A RT !

Specializing in 
individualized care 

tailored to
meet your child’s 

unique needs.

We provide compassionate, personalized healthcare with a heart, 
partnering with you to ensure the best care for your child.

The Collection at Forsyth
410 Peachtree Pkwy, Ste. 4260  |  Cumming, GA 30041

(678) 990-2501   www.vickerypediatrics.com

Conveniently located:  

SUMMER HOURS 
Monday- Friday 

8:00AM - 4:00PM

REGULAR HOURS
Monday - Friday 

8:00AM - 5:00PM



www.AllStarsChildrensDentist.com

Call today and schedule your child’s dental visit 

770.292.9441

Where Rising Stars Grow Shining Smiles. 
Taking interest in each child, their personalities and preferences, is an 
important part of any dental visit. Dr. John Haffner and his professional 

pediatric dental staff believe your child’s visit to the dentist should be fun 
and educational. Our all star team members have been specially trained 

to treat children with all needs and abilities. 

We’re Close To Home Base. 
Located just a mile from GA 400 and Exit #17 in the Publix Shopping Center.  

Intersection of Keith Bridge Road and Brown’s Bridge Road. 

Children’s
Dentist

Voted #1

7 Years in a Row!

651 Veterans Memorial Boulevard 
Cumming, GA 30040

770-886-9500   •   www.citizbank.com

Serving Our Community Since 1997

Anytime. Anywhere.
Any day ...

Marshall Blair, Agent
3125 Dahlonega Hwy, Cumming, GA 30040
Bus: 770-781-6550
marshallblairinsurance.com

That’s when you can count on State Farm®.
I know life doesn’t come with a schedule. That’s 
why at State Farm you can always count on me for 
whatever you need - 24/7, 365.

GET TO A BETTER STATE™.
CAll me ToDAy.

State Farm, Home Office, Bloomington, IL

Call 678-771-5372 • www.hopewell-roofing.com

GAF Certification #ME23664

Thank you for voting us BEST Roofing 
Contractor FOUR years in a row!

Hopewell Roofing is fully licensed, insured, bonded A+ rated with the BBB, a GAF Master Elite 
Certified Contractor, an active member of the National Roofing Contractors Association and 

four time Best Roofing Contractor winners.

We are Dedicated to Excellent service, quality work & Customer satisfaction

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL ROOFING SERVICES 
678-771-5372 • www.hopewell-roofing.com

North Georgia’s #1 Storm Damage 
& Insurance Restoration Specialists

TH
E T

IM
ES

  |   G
AINESVILLETIMES.COM

ROOFING • GUTTERS • SIDING • PAINT • FREE DRONE ROOF INSPECTIONS

Hopewell Roofing’s team of HAAG 
certified roof inspectors will perform 

a FREE drone roof inspection to 
determine if you qualify for a total 
roof replacement. Our insurance 

claim specialists will walk you 
through the process to ensure a 
quick and painless experience.
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Cindy  Abernathy
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Brenda MahonBrenda Mahoney
Julie Manning
Stacey Martin
Julie Manning
Stacey Martin
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Peggy Mealor
Jan MunroeJan Munroe
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Mary Nolan
Terri North
Jefferson Olney
Kimberly Osborne
Jim Jim Parrish
Sally Parsons
Deborah Payne
Joey Pirkle
Barbara Priddy
Mike Pruitt
Janet Pruitt
PPatricia Reichling
Lesia Richert
Sylvester Ridings
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Rita Samples
Melinda Samples
AmAmy Sanford

Janet Dickerson
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Robert Fuller
Sherrie Gardner
Josefina Garnica de Perez
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Martha Guzman
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Gay Hill
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Congratulations 2020-21 Retirees!
Sheena Sanford
Roberto Santos
Lynn Seay
Vickie Sexton
Deborah Thomson
Jack "Gunny" Snook
JennJenny Spartz
Tara Stiffler
Steve Straughan
Sharon Tatum
Deb Thomas
Deborah Thomson
Phillip Tomes
RhondaRhonda Tucker
Elena Valdez
Mary VanBavel
Barbara Vella
Karen Wagoner
Cheryl Wes
Deborah Whigham
SharonSharon Williams
Lisa Williams
Ivan Zeitlin
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New Principals — Forsyth County Schools

In 2017, Ms. Williams was 
appointed as assistant 
principal at Chattahoochee. 
Beginning in 2010, she 
held the positions of Title I 
teacher, instructional lead 
teacher, and Quality Work 
Facilitator at Cumming 
before being promoted to 
assistant principal there. 
Ms. Williams began her 
career in Forsyth County 
in 2002 as a first-grade 
teacher at Chattahoochee 
and then transferred to 
Silver City as a first-grade 
teacher in 2006. She holds 
a B.A. in Education/Special 
Education and a Master’s 
Degree in Early Childhood 

Education from the University of Florida, a Specialist in Curriculum 
and Instruction from Piedmont College, and an Educational 
Leadership Add-On from the University of North Georgia. 2000-21 
principal Barbara Vella retired. 

Ms. McKinney prior served 
as an assistant principal at 
Whitlow Elementary and 
Daves Creek Elementary.  
She has been a Quality 
Work Facilitator, EIP, 
kindergarten, first, third 
and fifth grade teacher, 
serving at Daves Creek, 
Chestatee, Shiloh Point, and 
Chattahoochee elementary 
schools. Ms. McKinney 
began her education 
career at Nesbit Elementary 
in Tucker. She also was 
assistant principal at Mt. 
Vernon Elementary in Hall 
County for four years. Ms. 
McKinney holds a B.A. in 
elementary education from 

University of North Florida and a M.A. in Educational Leadership 
from Nova Southeastern University in Florida. Laura Webb, 2000-21 
Big Creek Elementary principal, will be the principal of New Hope 
Elementary for 2021-22. New Hope will open in August 2022.

We are excited to welcome seven new principals to our schools this year. 

Mr. Sargent prior served 
as an assistant principal 
at Denmark High after 
transferring from assistant 
principal at South Forsyth 
High. Prior to joining FCS, 
he was at Berkmar High 
in Gwinnett County as an 
assistant principal and a 
school business manager. 
Mr. Sargent’s  teaching 
career began in Gwinnett 
County in the field of 
Special Education. He holds 
a B.S. in Special Education 
from Presbyterian College 
in South Carolina, a M.A. in 
Health Science and an Ed.S. 
in Educational Leadership 
from the University of 

Alabama in Tuscaloosa with an add-on certificate in Educational 
Leadership from the University of West Georgia. 2000-21 principal 
Terri North retired.

Courtney McKinney 
Big Creek Elementary

Kim Oliver 
Denmark High 

Jennifer Williams 
Chattahoochee Elementary

Keith Sargent 
DeSana Middle

Ms. Oliver prior served as an 
assistant principal at North 
Forsyth High and Lambert 
High. She began her career 
in Forsyth County in 2005 as 
an English teacher at South 
Forsyth High. Ms. Oliver has 
previously taught English 
at various secondary 
schools in Mississippi for 12 
years in addition to serving 
as an Exam Developer 
and Consultant for the 
Department of Education. 
She holds a B.A. In English 
Education and a Master of 
Education in Secondary 
English from the University 
of Southern Mississippi, 
and an Educational 

Leadership certification from Kennesaw State University. 2000-21 
principal Heather Gordy currently serves as FCS’ Secondary Director.

Josh Lowe
Forsyth Central High

Dr. Lowe has been assistant principal at Forsyth Central High since joining the district in 2013. He 
was an assistant principal and athletic director at Jackson High in Butts County. Dr. Lowe has held 
positions in education as a history teacher, football coach, and assistant athletic director in Twiggs 
County, Murray County, Randolph County, Floyd County, and Emanuel County in Georgia as well 
as Limestone County in Alabama. He holds a B.S. in Secondary Education from Jacksonville State 
University, a M.A. in Secondary Education from University of Alabama, a Specialist in Administration 
and Supervision from Lincoln Memorial University, and an Ed.D. in Education Leadership from 
Argosy University. 2000-21 principal Mitch Young currently serves as FCS’ Deputy Superintendent.

Daphne Rogers
Midway Elementary

Ms. Rogers has been assistant principal at Midway Elementary and Shiloh Point Elementary. 
She was also a first grade teacher and an Early Intervention Program Specialist. She has been 
an elementary teacher at Matt Elementary, Simonton Elementary and Hopkins Elementary 
in Gwinnett County, J.H.C. Butler Elementary in Savannah-Chatham County, and Loganville 
Elementary in Walton County. Ms. Rogers holds a B.S. in Elementary Education from Presbyterian 
College, a M.S. in Elementary Reading and Literacy Instruction from Walden University, and an 
Educational Leadership Endorsement from Kennesaw State University. 2000-21 principal Jan 
Munroe retired.

Brian Keefer
Sharon Elementary

Mr. Keefer is coming to Forsyth County from Henry County where he has served as principal 
of Hampton Elementary School since 2015. His career in education has been in Pennsylvania, 
Maryland, South Carolina and Georgia, serving as an elementary teacher, Special Education 
teacher, alternative school teacher, instructional coach, assistant principal, co-principal, and 
principal. Mr. Keefer earned his B.A. in Elementary and Special Education and Master’s degree 
in Curriculum and Instruction from Millersville University of Pennsylvania, Education Specialist 
degree from Georgia Southern University in Educational Leadership with an ESOL Endorsement, 
and is expected to complete the doctoral program in 2022 in Educational Leadership from the 
University of Georgia. He is president of the Georgia Association of Elementary Principals and 
has recently been nominated as National Distinguished Principal. 2000-21 principal Amy Bartlett 
currently serves as FCS’ Elementary Director.
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Forsyth County School Principals

Forsyth County Schools is home to 22 elementary schools, featuring grades Kindergarten 
through fifth grade, 11 middle schools, featuring grades sixth through eighth grade, 

and eight high schools, featuring grades nine through twelve. The district also provides 
the Academies of Creative Education (A.C.E.), which features three programs: Forsyth 

Academy, Gateway Academy (6-12 alternative program) and Forsyth Virtual Academy (6-
12 virtual program). In 2022-23, FCS will open New Hope Elementary.

2021-22 principals include:

Elementary (first row, left to right): Tracey Smith (Brookwood), Polly Tennies (Chestatee), Courtney McKinney (Big 

Creek), Carla Gravitt (Mashburn), Sarah Von Esh (Settles Bridge), Alyssa Degliumberto (Johns Creek), Laura Webb 

(New Hope), and Lynne Castleberry (Whitlow). Daphne Rodgers (Midway), Jennifer Williams (Chattahoochee), Ron 

McAllister (Kelly Mill), Brian Keefer (Sharon), Jordan Livermore (Cumming), Paige Andrews (Poole’s Mill), Eric Ashton 

(Daves Creek), Derrick Hershey (Sawnee), June Tribble (Haw Creek), Ben Jones (Shiloh Point), Kristin Riedinger 

(Vickery Creek), Todd Smith (Brandywine), and Mike Sloop (Silver City). Charlley Stalder (Matt) and Kimberly Davis 

(Coal Mountain) are not photographed.

Middle (first row, left 

to right): Pam Bibik 

(Riverwatch), Amanda 

Thrower (Liberty), Keith 

Sargent (DeSana), Molly 

Bradley (South Forsyth), 

and Megan Thompson 

(Lakeside). Scott 

Feldkamp (Vickery Creek), 

Todd McClelland (North 

Forsyth), Steve Miller 

(Otwell), Connie McCrary 

(Little Mill), Pam Pajerski 

(Piney Grove) and Cheryl 

Riddle (Hendricks).

High (first row, left to right): Kim Oliver (Denmark), Laura Wilson (South Forsyth), Brandi Cannizzarro (Alliance), and Drew Hayes (ACE). Gary Davison (Lambert), Josh Lowe (Forsyth Central), Jeff Cheney (East Forsyth), Karl Mercer (West Forsyth), and Bob Carnaroli (North 
Forsyth).
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See Something, Say Something (P3 Campus)
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The Forsyth County Sheriff’s Office and 
Forsyth County Schools work together 
to provide P3 Campus Reporting, which 
provides an avenue for all members of the 
community to submit anonymous tips 
about non-urgent illegal activities such as 
unsolved cases, vandalism, theft, the sale 
and distribution of drugs, possession of 
weapons or information about crimes that 
are being planned on their schools’ campus. 

•	 Students are encouraged to report 
information about dangerous or harmful 
situations to the principal, an assistant 
principal, a teacher, or another trusted 
adult. Anonymous TIPS can also be 
reported to the Forsyth County Schools 
P3 Campus Anonymous Reporting in one 
of three ways.

1. Download the App

2. ANONYMOUS Web tip at https://www.
p3campus.com

3. Call the ANONYMOUS tip line at 770-888-
3466 ext. 1 or 3.

Anonymous reports can also be made by 
calling the State of Georgia School Safety 
Hotline Number, 1-877-SAY-STOP (1-877-
729-7867).

Callers will not be asked to reveal their 
identity.
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To ensure the safety of  our students and staff FCS has a comprehensive 
plan that is executed when there is consideration of  a school closing or 

delay due to inclement weather.

WHO IS WATCHING THE WEATHER?
The superintendent and administrative staff carefully monitor weather conditions during seasons of inclement 
weather. 
 
WHERE DO THEY GET THEIR INFORMATION?
The school district staff listens to weather forecasts. The director of transportation monitors and tests road conditions 
on bus routes and our maintenance departments checks school power conditions. Local and state law enforcement 
agencies and neighboring school systems are consulted about road conditions. Careful consideration is given to 
the most dangerous bus routes in the district.  
 
WHAT FACTORS ARE CONSIDERED WHEN MAKING THE DECISION TO CLOSE SCHOOL?
The safety of all Forsyth County children is the primary concern.  Even if it looks clear on your street, dangerous 
conditions may exist in some other part of the district.  In deciding whether the children will be safe, the following 
factors are considered:
	 • Information on road conditions from the director of transportation and law enforcement agencies,  
          	   including whether roads are iced or icing; 
	 • Time snow or ice starts and the amount;
	 • Weather predictions;
	 • Building conditions (e.g., whether we have power and heat); 
	 • Parking lot and sidewalk conditions; and 
	 • Temperature and wind-chill factor. 
 
WHO MAKES THE DECISION?
The superintendent of schools is responsible for making the final decision, based on the above factors and 
recommendations from the district staff.
 
WHEN IS THE DECISION MADE?
The superintendent tries to make the decision by 5:30 a.m. so that the broadcast media can be notified.
 
HOW IS THE PUBLIC NOTIFIED?
Forsyth County school closings will be announced on the local and metro broadcast media outlets, the school system website,  
www.forsyth.k12.ga.us, and on the automated voice service at (770) 887-2461. Subscribers to FCS’ enewsletters 
will also receive an email notifying them on closings or delays. Additionally, closings are posted on www.facebook.
com/FCSchools and www.twitter.com/FCSchoolsGA. Please note that you should verify the information by 
checking two sources, especially when relying on social media for information. Fake social media accounts with 
school and/or the district names and logos violate copyright laws but unfortunately are common. FCS’ official social 
media accounts have been in existence since 2009 and therefore have a long list of tweets and followers, while fake 
accounts have significantly less tweets and followers.
 

School Closings and Delays IF THERE IS NO CLOSING MESSAGE ON FCS’ WEBSITE, MAIN VM GREETING 
OR SOCIAL MEDIA ACCOUNTS, THEN SCHOOL IS OPEN.

 
WHAT IF SCHOOL CLOSES DURING THE DAY?
If school closes during the school day all students will be sent home in the usual manner (bus, day-care van, etc.) 
unless other directions are on file with the teacher. It is impossible for the school staff to accept phoned directions 
during emergency closures. Parents should plan in advance for early school closings. Make sure that the child knows 
where to go, how to get there and what to do upon arrival. The public will be notified by the same methods listed 
above.
 
WHAT IF SCHOOL OPENING IS DELAYED?
If school opening is delayed, please follow the same routine/schedule as normal, but push back the start time by 
two hours.
 
ARE THERE INCLEMENT WEATHER DAYS BUILT INTO THE CALENDAR?
No, FCS recovers lost instructional time due to school closings by using itslearning, the district’s learning 
management system, for an online learning day. Teachers will have scheduled office hours to assist students as 
needed. A complete review of the plan can be found at www.forsyth.k12.ga.us/onlinedays
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Board of Education

(L-R) Vice Chair Wes McCall (District 1), Chair Kristin Morrissey (District 2), Darla Light 
(District 4), Lindsey Adams (District 5), and Tom Cleveland (District 3).

Activities and Athletics Passes
Forsyth County Schools offers two 
passes for Forsyth County residents:

Senior/FCS Retiree Pass: For those 65 years of age 
during the 2021-22 school year or a BOE approved 
retiree

Veteran Pass: For those that are a U.S. military veteran

These passes include half-price admission for one 
to FCS home athletic events, musicals, plays, band 
concerts and other special school-sponsored activities. 
Half-price admission does not extend to play-off 
games, graduation or PTO/A sponsored events. 

Passes are issued at the Forsyth County Board of 
Education/Professional Development Center at 1120 
Dahlonega Highway, Monday - Friday, 8 a.m. to 4:30 
p.m. Driver’s License and/or verification of military 
service are required. 

For more information visit forsyth.k12.ga.us/pass

The Forsyth County Board 
of  Education consists of  five 
members who are elected by 
district to staggered, four-
year terms. The primary role 
of  the board is the legislation 
of  the school system policies, 
which are executed under 
the direction of  the school 
superintendent. 

The Georgia School Boards 
Association (GSBA) named Forsyth 

County as the winner of the 2019 
Governance Team of the Year 
Award. 

This prestigious award is presented 
annually to one Georgia public 
school district’s board of education 
and superintendent who have 
achieved all-around success in their 
district. This recognition is deeply 
rooted in the components of the 
Georgia Vision Project’s research-
based recommendations for 

Georgia’s public schools. These 
finalists were vetted through a 
stringent application process and a 
visit by an impartial review team to 
vet the information in the 
application. The winner was chosen 
by a panel of national experts who 
perform various leadership roles in 
the field of public education.
Meetings of the board are held 
monthly, with agendas and 
meeting minutes available for 
review at www.forsyth.k12.ga.us/
boe. Video broadcasts of the 
meetings are available at www.
forsyth.k12.ga.us  and https://
www.youtube.com/user/
ForsythCountySchools the 
Thursday after each meeting. 2021 
monthly meetings are held at 6:00 
p.m. on the following Tuesdays: 
August 17, September 14, October 
19, November 16 and December 14. 
Work sessions and called meetings 
are also posted on the district 
website. Meetings are open to the 
public and held at 1120 Dahlonega 
Highway, Cumming. 

Communicate with your Board of 
Education at the email addresses 
listed at www.forsyth.k12.ga.us/boe 
or by mail to Board of Education, 
Forsyth County Schools, 1120 
Dahlonega Highway, Cumming, GA 
30040. 

Highlights of Board of Education 
work sessions and regular meetings 
are communicated to staff, parents 
and the public in Board Briefs, 
which is sent by email monthly. To 
subscribe visit www.forsyth.k12.
ga.us/enewsletters
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Now enrolling children 
from 18 months to 5 years old

 Morning Sessions: 8:30am – 12:00pm
 Afternoon Sessions: 1:00pm – 4:30pm

1595 Buford Highway, Cumming GA 30041

(470)705-0099
IvybrookAcademy.com

Montessori & Reggio Emilia inspired  
Half Day Pre-School

Cumming Campus
Half Day Pre-School



34 | State of the Schools 2021-2022 2021-2022 State of the Schools | 35 

Teachers of the Year
Kim Sarfaty
2021 Forsyth County Schools  
Teacher of the Year

Kim Sarfaty is FCS’ 2021 Teacher of the Year! She 
teaches special education pre-K at Chestatee 
Elementary School. Ms. Sarfaty received her Bachelor’s 
degree from the University of Georgia. She began 
teaching in 2000 and joined FCS in 2008.

Alliance Academy for Innovation - Jenny Gilmore
Big Creek ES - Hannah Tilden
Brandywine ES - Angela Mays

Brookwood ES - Maureen Paluzzi
Chattahoochee ES - Mary Howard

Chestatee ES - Kim Sarfaty
Coal Mountain ES - Billie Treece

Cumming ES - Allison Jones
Daves Creek ES - Sheryl Bryson

Denmark HS - Laura Adams
DeSana MS - Lacey Gooch

Forsyth Central HS - Jim Blandford
Haw Creek ES - Brittany Berry
Johns Creek ES - Jaclyn Krulia

Kelly Mill ES - Kristie Snape
Lakeside MS - Jennifer Chunn
Lambert HS - Rachel Van Dyke
Liberty MS - Jessica Whitlock
Little Mill MS - Sandy Forman

Mashburn ES - Lynne Mashburn

Matt ES - Lisa White
Midway ES - Molly Asp

North Forsyth HS - Erinne Aponte
North Forsyth MS - Lori Thomas

Otwell MS - Amy Bell
Piney Grove MS - Erin Powell

Pooles Mill ES - Gina Eigenauer
Riverwatch MS - Amber Steele

Sawnee ES - Jennifer Worful
Settles Bridge ES - Courtney Atkins

Sharon ES - Lauren Sarnacki
Shiloh Point ES - Angana Ghate

Silver City ES - Jessica Hammond
South Forsyth HS - Jonathan Arant

South Forsyth MS - Katie James
Vickery Creek ES - Angie Ellenburg

Vickery Creek MS - Amy Atkins
West Forsyth HS - Donna Duncan

Whitlow ES - Anna Brancheau
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With the leadership of Principal Cheryl Riddle, Hendricks 
Middle School (HMS) will open this August and will be 
Forsyth County Schools’ (FCS) 11th middle school. Located 
on a 46-acre tract in west Forsyth on Hyde Road, it is similar 
in design to DeSana MS. HMS, as constructed, will be the 
county’s largest middle school with the capacity for 1,475 
students. 

The land and the construction for HMS was funded by voters 
that approved the 2018 bond referendum. The name was 
selected by the Forsyth County Board of Education to honor 
former board member Donald F. Hendricks, who served from 
1993-2002. Mr. Hendricks led with three guiding principles: 
a community-based Strategic Plan, Partners in Education, 
and Local School Advisory Councils (now called Local School 

Councils). His family selected blue, grey, and white as the 
school’s colors to reflect his career at General Motors and 
chose the hawk as the school’s mascot to represent his 
vision, insight, and energy.

School ConstructionSchool Construction

With the leadership of Principal Jeff Cheney, East Forsyth 
High School (EFHS) is FCS’ 7th traditional high school. It is 
located on an 89.47-acre tract on Jot Em Down Road and is 
similar in design to Denmark HS. EFHS, as constructed, can 
accommodate 2,125 students and is designed for a future 
addition, similar to how Lambert HS and West Forsyth HS 
were built, to eventually house 2,475 students. 

The land for EFHS was purchased in 2007 using SPLOST 
III/2006 Bond funds. Originally projected to open in 2011, 
after the Great Recession (2007-09) and subsequent 
recovery, EFHS construction funding was not secured until 
the 2018 Bond. EFHS’ primary school colors are blue and 
orange, with gray as an accent. The mascot is the broncos.

The school will have the full range of academic and athletic 
programs as existing traditional high schools and is 
projected to provide a career development focus referred 
to as “HGTV”, to include Family and Consumers Sciences – 

Interior Design, 
Marketing- 
Fashion Design 
Lab, Drafting 
and Design Lab, 
Multi-Purpose 
Engineering Lab, 
Construction 
Lab, including 
Carpentry, 
Plumbing, Electrical, Masonry and Welding trades, Full 
Audio/Video Production Lab, and Early Childhood Education, 
which will complement Teaching as a Profession Pathways. 
Future plans are to have the students, under teacher 
supervision, operate a small onsite childcare center. Career 
development offerings in the field of education allow FCS 
to grow future employees, which is very important as the 
largest employer in the county and 6th largest of 180 school 
districts in Georgia.

HENDRICKS MIDDLE SCHOOL

EAST FORSYTH HIGH SCHOOL

Forsyth County Schools (FCS) is building its 23rd 
elementary school, and last school in the 2018 bond program, 
on the west side of Castleberry Road, north of Bethelview Road. 
Opening in August 2022 on 42.5 acres, the school will house 
1,175 students and is projected to relieve current and future 
overcrowding at Whitlow ES, Vickery Creek ES, Shiloh Point 
ES, and Midway ES. Redistricting for this school is projected to 
occur the fall of 2021.

Board member Tom Cleveland, a representative of the Forsyth 
County Historical Society, and FCS staff reviewed the name 
recommendations submitted online and studied the names 
and history of current Forsyth County schools. This group 
recommended the name New Hope Elementary School, which 
was approved by the Forsyth County Board of Education on 
September 15, 2020. 

The name “New Hope” echoes across the decades and endures 
as a positive vision and message —that the challenges that 

weigh us down in the past or today, especially those we have 
faced in 2020, should never dissuade us from imagining a 
better, more just, and more love-filled future. The new design of 
this school, as well as the bright colors and wood finishes both 
inside and outside the building, also reflect positive growth and 
vision.

Laura Webb, prior Big Creek ES principal, will be New Hope’s 
first principal.

Background: 
FCS’ history started in 1873 when “old field schools,” log 
buildings with dirt floors built in cleared fields, were 
consolidated into one public district. At that time, there were 
1,456 total students: 114 African American/Black and 1,342 
White.

Further historical research determined that there were 16 
African Americans/Black schools in Forsyth County in the early 
1900’s. New Hope was one of the largest African American/
Black schools at that time. It served 44 students and was 
located on land donated by T.R./Thomas Roper. Mr. Roper, one 
of the largest African American/Black landowners at that time 
in the county, owned six sections of land identified in 1910 and 
1912 tax digests. One, where the school was believed to be 
located, was 20 acres.  

New Hope Elementary School

Nick Alexander
Realtor®

John Cook
Realtor® / Owner

Jennifer West
Realtor®

Rebecca Morales
Realtor®

Mary Stanley
Admin. Assistant

Each office is independently owned and operated.

Check out my Reviews!Follow 
Us!

678-524-8573   www.LookWithCook.com

Over 20 years experience selling in 
Forsyth County!

#1 Selling Team at KWCP!
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Land | Commercial 
Industrial

415 Dahlonega Street

415 Dahlonega Street    Cumming, GA 30040
info@bryanproperties.com770-844-6274

Proudly serving North Georgia since 1992

OCTOBER 7th-17th
Cumming Country Fair 

& Festival
Mon- Thurs 4 pm - 10 pm

Friday 4 pm - Midnight
Sat. 10 am - Midnight

Sunday 12:30 - 9:00 pm

Fair Admission:
11 & up - $10.00, 10 & under - FREE

Advance Tickets Available through October 
6th - $7

Free Parking

SEPT. 3rd -SEPT. 5th
IPRA (International Professional 

Rodeo Association) World 
Championship Rodeo

Friday & Saturday 8 PM • Sunday 7 PM
Admission (Advance Tickets Available):

13 & up - $15.00,  5 - 12 - $10.00
4 & under - FREE,  Seniors 65+ $10.00

8 Event Rodeo includes:
Bull Riding, Barrel Racing, Steer 
Wrestling, Saddle Bronc Riding, 

Bareback Riding, Calf & Team Roping,
Cowgirls Breakaway Roping

WWW.CUMMINGFAIR.NET • 770-781-3491
235 CASTLEBERRY ROAD • CUMMING, GA

 770-888-8788
2630 Northgate Ave., Suite C,

Cumming, GA 30041
www.cheeksac.com

Welcome Back Students and Staff

$49.00 PER 
SYSTEM

HVAC Tune Up 

Expires 12/31/2021

Growing roots for success! 

In July 2015, the FC Board of Education approved the creation of 
the Forsyth County Education Foundation, a fund of the North 
Georgia Community Foundation, as an extension of our successful 
Partners in Education program. 

The Foundation is an opportunity for the community to partner 
with Forsyth County Schools (FCS) to support innovative teaching 
and increased student achievement. 

Grants have been awarded on #FoundationFriYAY to:
$10,000 Fall 2016: 5 Schools
$30,000 Fall 2017: 10 Schools
$100,000 Spring 2018: 13 Schools
$40,000 Fall 2018: 11 Schools 
$60,000 Fall 2019: 19 Schools

TOTAL IMPACT: 
$240,000 to 52,831 Students

Grants were postponed for 2020-21, but we will be awarding 
grants this fall on Friday, August 27. Follow FCS’ social media 
accounts on #FoundationalFriYAY as we surprise recipients 
throughout the day.

Foundation spotlights can be viewed on social media with 
#FCSEdFoundation.

Opportunities include:
•	 School grants: Enhance the academic experience for students in 

FCS by providing opportunities that would not otherwise be 
available, such as social and emotional programs to prepare stu-
dents for life success

•	 Scholarships: Individuals/families may establish scholarships for 
FCS students or staff

How Can You Get Involved?
•	 Online at forsyth.k12.ga.us/edfoundation and click DONATE 

NOW, or through MyPaymentsPlus.
•	 Through check/money order, payable to Forsyth County Schools, 

and mail to Forsyth County Education Foundation, 1120 
Dahlonega Highway Cumming, GA 30040

•	 FCS employees may complete a payroll deduction form at k12.
ga.us/edfoundation. Employee donations receive a free t-shirt!

•	 Donate at work! Talk to your employer’s payroll division about 
establishing an option for employee giving.

•	 Make your donation through the first two means above and 
indicate that the donation is a bequest/tribute/gift in memory 
and to whom it is dedicated. A letter will be sent to the honoree.

•	 We also raise money for grants through corporate and family 
donations, and sponsorship opportunities for our annual fund-
raiser, the Duck Dive for Education. Thank you to our 2021 spon-
sors, listed at https://tinyurl.com/w9wx9tsw, and also those 
that “adopted” ducks. We raised over $115,000 for our schools! 
Look for info about the 2022 Duck Dive for Education this spring, 
for your chance to win $10,000 and support our schools.

All donations and sponsorships are tax deductible and go directly 
to our schools. To learn more about donating visit 
www.forsyth.k12.ga.us/foundation. 
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End Early Release Elementary II: 8:20 a.m.
2:20 p.m. 11:50 a.m. Daves Creek, Johns Creek,
3:00 p.m. 12:30 p.m. Mashburn, Midway, Sawnee,
4:15 p.m. 1:30 p.m. Silver City, Whitlow
3:40 p.m. 12:55 p.m.

Alliance Academy 3:05 p.m. 12.20 p.m.

  Prof. Dev. (Student Holidays)

  Student/Staff Holidays2021   End of Semester

  First Day of School

Chattahoochee, Chestatee, Coal Mountain,
Cumming, Haw Creek, Kelly Mill, Matt,
Poole's Mill, Settles Bridge, Sharon,

School Hours

Elementary II
Middle
High

7:40 a.m.
8:20 a.m.
9:00 a.m.
8:25 a.m.
9:00 a.m.

  Early Release Days   Pre/Post Planning/Prof. Dev.

Elementary I
Begin

Shiloh Point, Vickery Creek

Elementary I: 7:40 a.m.
Big Creek, Brandywine, Brookwood,

4-8   Student/Staff Holidays

26   Early Release/Last Day of School

26   End of 2nd Semester (91 Days)

27   Post Planning (Prof. Dev.)

TOTAL DAYS:

178 - Students

190 - Staff

10   Early Release/Parent Conf. (K-12)

11   Prof. Dev. (Sudent Holiday)

22   Prof. Dev. (Student Holiday)

21   End of 1st Semester (87 Days)

22-31   Student/Staff Holidays

3   Early Release/Prof. Dev. (K-12)

6   Student/Staff Holiday

20-24   Student/Staff Holidays

18   Student/Staff Holiday

21   Student/Staff Holiday

3   Student/Staff Holiday

4-5   Prof. Dev. (Student Holiday)

17   Student/Staff Holiday

22-26   Student/Staff Holidays

20-21   Early Release/Parent Conf. (K-8)

22   Prof. Dev. (Student Holiday)

2022

28-30    Preplanning

2   Open House (MS)

3   Open House (ES)

2-4   Preplanning

5   First Day of School

Forsyth County Schools
Student Calendar

Updated 6/16/21
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2022-2023 High School Graduations 
2022  
May 21 
9 am Forsyth Central HS at Cumming Fairgrounds 
2 pm Alliance Academy for Innovation at the FoCAL Center 
 
May 22 
9 am South Forsyth HS at Gas South District Arena 
2 pm West Forsyth HS at Gas South District Arena 
7 pm North Forsyth HS at Gas South District Arena 
 
May 23 
7 pm Denmark HS at Gas South District Arena 
 
May 24 
7pm Lambert HS at Gas South District Arena 
2023  
May 20 
9 am Forsyth Central HS at Cumming Fairgrounds 
2 pm Alliance Academy for Innovation at the FoCAL Center 
7 pm East Forsyth HS at the FoCAL Center 
 
May 21 
9 am West Forsyth HS at Gas South District Arena 
2 pm North Forsyth HS at Gas South District Arena 
7 pm Denmark HS at Gas South District Arena 
 
May 22 
7 pm Lambert HS at Gas South District Arena 
 
May 23 
7pm South Forsyth HS at Gas South District Arena 
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Lead where it counts.

Blue Ridge • Cumming • Dahlonega • Gainesville • Oconee • Online
UNG is designated as a State Leadership Institution and as The Military College of Georgia®.

Nationally recognized 
for academic excellence, 
student achievement and 
affordability, UNG is one of 
the country’s best values 
in public universities. go.ung.edu/schools21


